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SUMMARY 
Russta In the present 
be found the King’s Declara L answer 
that of the Emperor of Russia, which was 
inserted in this volume at page So4. There 
» been issued an Order of Council 
Number), for general re- 


thus are we, aifera 


Susgiber will 





iO 


has als 
(cont — lin this 
prisals against Russia. 
lon: g while spent in hesitation; alter having 
Pp lay ed as many awkward tricks as a choused 
cully to win back an inco) stant harlot, come 
to an open rupture, and, I « lare say, that, to 
keep up the character, we sh 
ring in reproaches. The dec! 
refutes, and very properly resents, y arian 
hoods and insolence of the Russian dec!: 
tion, except in one instance, where ait 
spirit has, as usual, prevailed over truth and 
duty. I allude to the passage, which is an 
answer, or, rather, which should have been 
an answer to that part of the Russian decla- 
ration w hic ‘h cor npl: ins of our not having 
sent troops to the assistance of the allies du- 
ring the last campaigns in the North of Ea- 
rope. The Emperor had s:- 1, that while he 
was engaged in a war, in which England had 
a more immediate inte rest than he, England 
herself remained inactive and neglected to 
second and support -+his military operations. 
What is the answer to ra $? Why, that, 
though the king cannot perceive that his in- 
terests in the war were more direct than 
those of Russia, yet, that be acknowledges 
them to have been fery great; tliat a public 
declaration is not the place wherein to discuss 
the policy of havin y el eeted, or ormnitted 
effect, disembarkations of troops; that, if, 
however, the peace of ‘Tilsit is to be consi- 
dered as a punishment of England for her 
imputed inactivity, the Emperor of Russia 
should recollect, that, before that treaty was 
entered on, the Emperor had received dis- 
tinct assurances, that England was making 
the most strenuous exertrons, and that, in 
fact, the troops, sent to Copenhagen, would, 
if the peace of Tilsit had not been made, have 
been sent to the assistance of Russia. 
This, in plain English, would have been ex- 
pressed as fullows: ‘‘ We allow that we 
‘** had a deep interest in the centinental war, 
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‘and, as to the late ministry not assisting 
© you, we will not attempt to justify them - 
** but, when you made the peace of Tilsit to 
** punish England tor their criminal neglect, 
* te should have considered, that the pre- 
** sent ministry (just then come into oflice), 
ve h: id given you assurances of speedy assist- 
au that, at any rate, the evils that 
‘* have fallen upon [I-urope in consequence 


ce;.but, { 

: %, 
treaty of Tilsi 

+ 


“ of the , are wholly to be 
‘© ascribed This is 


to the Jate ys ang 
the tlain English of the passage referred to, 
This is the true meaning of what has now 
been issued t as world in the king's name, 
without any arance of recollecting, that 
it was the ¢ who gave his sanction 
to the proccedings of both ministries. —— 
which great care is 


same ors 


From this declaration, in 
taken to refute the Emperor of Russia in 
what he alledges respecting Denmark, we 
may anticipate what will be the nature of 
the discussions, upon this subject, when the 
parliament meets; nor would it be at all 
dificult for sionally 
heard them, to sit down and write before- 


hand, every word that the several speakers 
will utter 
; 


’ . ry’ 
upon “the subject. To express 
every idea, | sould Sa} ; for, as to the words 


any one, who has occ: 


that they mav-make use of, and the divres- 
sions and ramblings that they may fall into, 
4m would be impossible,.it 
means unlikely, that these 
; resemble that specrnen of 
English oratory, which, as translated from 
one of our famous debates, is preserved and 
shown in the Della Cruscan Library.—One 
faction will blame the other for not pre- 
venting the treaty of ‘Lilsit by sending timely 
aid to the Emperor, ** our magn 
while the other faction will recri- 
oppouents for pro- 


to antici: 
being by no 


speeches may 


yIMOUS 
ah ally ;” 
minate in blaming their 
ducing the war with Russia by the atte « 
upon Denmark. Indeed, their writers it is, 
who have, respectively, furnished the Em- 
peror of Russia with the materials for his 
declaration; with the graunds of his charges 
agatust their country; and we have now a 
pretty good proof, that the patriotism ot the 
principals does by no means yiel 1, in-point 
of fervency, to that of the unde rlings. Len 
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convinced, that, with respect to Russia, nei- | 
ther of the factions has acted wrong, except 
in what they have done towards a co-opera- 
‘tion with her. After he refused to ratify 
his former treaty with France, he should | 
have been left to himself. We had no con- 
cern in his new quarrel; England had no 
more real interest in the fate of his armies 
or his country than she now has in that of 
the armies or the countries of the American 
Savages or of the East India Company ; to 
have sent troops to his succour would have 
been sending them to almost certain death, 
and would have been certain to add to the 
miseries of the people of England ; and, not 
to have taken the Danish fleet would, after 
the peace of Tilsit, have been voluntarily to 
enable the two Emperors to put our safety 
in danger, or, at the least, to give us great an- 
noyance. But, for the two factions to com- 
mend the conduet of each other, and espe- 
cially upon points of great national impor- 
tance, would never do. It would be con- 
trary to all rule. ‘There wouid be no matter 
for debate; no grounds whereon to con- 
tend, that one faction ought to come in and 
enjoy the good things which the other fac- 
tion now enjovs.—As to the consequences, 
to us, the people of England, of a war with 
Russia, they are good, and, as time pro- 
ceeds, they must -be better and better. The 
merchants are, indeed, in some danger ot 
suffering; but, that suffering will not be 
great, and what they cease to gain the rest 
of the nation will gain, which, in my view 
of things is very desirable. I am aware, 
that this doctrine will not be very palatable 
either at Batson’s Coffee house or the New 
York Coffee house, where I perceive that 
the Russian and American merchants are, 
like wasps whose nests have been destroyed, 
assembling in angry council; but, the bees, 
from whosecells they have heretofore drawn 
the means of their riotous luxury, niust be 
fools indeed to feel much sorrow at their 
confusion — The custom-house duties will 
‘« fail otf, while there will be no falling off 
‘* inthe publicexpenditure.” I knowit. But, 
it is no difference to me, for instagce, whe- 
ther 1 pay aduty upon the Russian leather, 
in which the books for my library are bound, 
or whether I pay that duty upon English 
deather, or, if it should strike the fancy of 
the people of Whitehall to put the duty, 
now collected upon Russian leather, upon 
horses, what difference is itto me ? To me, 
and to every man, it is as weil to pay a duty 
upon horses as upon books.—There is no 
getting over this truth. Taxes are still tax- 


es, in Whatever shape they may assail us ;- 


and, as far as 1 know, the more direct the 


tax the better, because it is more clearly 
perceived, and more easily traced upwards 
to its source, and downwards to its conse- 


, guences. If, for instance, all the present 


taxes were abolished, and in lieu of them 
two thirds ofthe whole of every mar’s income 
were taken from him, weekly or yearly, in 
money, how much better we should all 
understand the thing —The commercial 
system isa system of deception and fraud. 
It is artfully contrived to make the mass of 
the people believe, that a great part, and 
even the greatest part, of the taxes come 
not out of their labour and property, but 
out of manufactures and commerce ; that, 
somehow or other (for nobody ever pretends 
to say how), taxes are brought into the 
country; that bankers, too, make the 
means of paying taxes ; and that, in short, 
it is but avery little part of the taxes that 
the people of England really pay. It is this 
jotion, this absurd aud ridiculous notion, 
this notion so unworthy of creatures endowed 
with reason, that has been made to uphold 
the corruptions and abominations which have 
so long prevailed. If there were a man 
standing at every public-house bar, and, 
when you paid the landlord twopence for a pot 
of beer, were to demand fourpence of you in 
tax, convincing you, atthe same time, that 
he had power to put you in jail if you refu- 
sed to give it him, the thing would be too 
clear to admit of dispate about it; the most 
blind would open their eyes, and, amongst the 
rest, bhope, my hanest, though somewhat 
long-winded friend, Scoto-Britannus, who, 
at present, cannot, forthe life of him, per- 
cieve how itis, that the labourer contributes 
towards the support of sinecure placemen 
and pensioners.—It is because I wish the 
people of England to see clearly to the very 
bottom of the source of taxation ; it is for 
this, and for other reasons before stated by 
me, that I am desirous of seeing commerce 
greatly abridged, and, it is because I am 
desirous of seeing this, that I hail with satis- 
faction a war with Russia; not, 45 the 
Morning Chronicle falsely insinuates, for the 
love of war itself; not for the love of battle 
and murder and sudden death ; bat, for the 
sake of the great and permanent good that 
will produce. Besides, in a war with Rus- 
sia, what battles have we to fight? It 1s 4 
country situated at such a distance, and pos- 
sessed of so little of that sort of power which 
can possibly be brought to bear upon Us, that 
a war with it is matter of much less sag 
quence to vs than a heavy fall of snow fo ™ 
a fortnight, or a rot amongst the sheep. 
Either of these is of great importance 5 sh; 
ously affects us ; diminishes our real wea 
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subtracts from our means of strength and of 
comfort ; aide to the national misery. Yet, 
though it frequently not the least 
alarna does it ever €} Ww hile, on the 
other hand, though it cael be impossible 
to shew how our means of strength or of 
comfort could be diminished by @ war with 
Russia, a0 sooner is such a war taikedof, than 
the press sets up an out-cry so fearful, that 
one would think it was persuaded that the 
end of the world was approaching.——Porgive 
me; therefore, my good friend ‘ Pru deutius,” 
ef Cornwall, that, while am obliged, for 
a week, to put off the insertion of your 
letter, I still preserve “ the extraordinary 
‘* temper,” which you “ admire” in me 
** atacrisis, which, to almost every other 

person, is a subrect of alarm and regret.” 
I cannot help being pleased at what (for rea- 
sons given by me) I think to be for our good. 
You say, that, thongh we may be satis- 


ft whe 


hed, that the most tremendous thunder 
will finally prodace good, it becomes 


none of us tolaugh while the storm is raging. 
Very true. But, you forget, that I deny that 
there isa storm; and that what I laugh at, 
is, to hear the wasps, upon being disturbed 
in the enjoyment of the honey collected by 
the bees, endeavouring to persuade the latter, 
that the noise of sticks and brooms and old 
hatsis thunder, and that, as sure as can be, 
their hives will be involved in the destruétive 
With respect to the ‘* con- 
there are some 





consequences. 
** federacy of the world,” 
persons, who must be strangely puzzled how 
to form their wishes. For the contederacy 
to succeed to its full that is to say, 
to the conquest and subjugation of the coun- 
try, would certainly, for reasons too evident 
to mention, not suit their purpose, u:less 
ina case, which, though not quite impossi- 
ble, it may be as well not to state. Yet, 
the consequences on the other side are not 
much less serious; for, if the confederacy 
fail; if we should be convinced by that ex- 
cellent teacher, experience, that we have 
within ourselves the means of defending our 
country against the world combined ; that 
with all the nations of Europe united under 
ene head against us: and Amer: ica taking 
their part, we are still as safe and sound as 
ever: if this should happen, shall we, in 
future, be hkely so clearly to perceive, that 
our independence is supported by the “ ba- 
** lance of power” in Europe, and that we 
ought to send great armies of contractors and 
quartermasters and’ comimissaries and pay- 
masters and soldiers to fight there in order 
to support such or such a king or prince, to 
the endthat we ourselves may not besubjugat- 
ed by France ? Shall we be likely so clearly 
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to perceive the sound L pr 
earnings to pay a Prince of Hesse Cassel ot 
Hess & Darmstadt or Saxe Wainer or Saxe 
Coburg, or any of the numerous Others 
ohin e names [ have forg otten, to belt for 
ice of their own respective domi- 
Wehol, 1uanswer to any eheiny 
(for none but our worst, our very worst, 
*nemies would think of if) who should pro- 
pose to us to spend our jucomes in such a 
‘*why? for what reason should we 


— Riss: 


hev of sending our 


the de fe 


nions * Shall 


way, say: 
‘* work to raise or make things in England 
*€ to be so employed, when, but only the 
other day, all the world was combined 
‘f aguinst us, and here we are, sate and 
‘* sound. We wish the king of Hesse Darm- 
** stadt, or Prince, or what you will, all mane 
‘* ner of success, because you seem to take an 
** interest in his atfairs. But, the quarrel 
is none of ours; and, as to the remote 
** consequences of it, we that 
we have done very well when all 
*‘ the world were confederated against 
** us, and as we know that Darmstadt, how- 
“ ever large and potent it may ve, must be 
“ in the world, the transfer of Darmstadt, 
‘ from one hand to another, can be of no 
** consequence to us ” We might, too, 
take a retrospective view of things, and in- 


«ce 


know, 





IPs, 
quire into the causes of the nearly six hun- 
dred millions of debt that now oppresses us ; 
and, if we should find, that this debt has 
arisen from wars, not one of which was 
necessary to the safety and honour ot Kng- 
land, we should be at once confirmed in the 
opinion, that we ought no longer to listen 
to the advice of the insidious enemies before 
spoken of. For those enemies, therefore, 
and a villainous crew they are, it would be 
a serious thing for England to have the e \pe- 
rimental proof of her being able to with- 
stand a confederacy of the world, ‘They 


would no longer have o power of frightens 
nd bully and 


ingus. They would ; 
wheedle alternately in vain. We should 
laugh alike at their curses and their prayers, 
that it is our own coun 





hy reat va 


Having x discovered, 
try and our labour that give us all we enjoy ; 
happiness or My 
depends 
upou ourselves; having discovered, that, if 
we are right here, we need care very little 
what is doit ig any where else: having made 
these discoveries, we should begin to look a 
litle into our own conceras, like a man, 
who having been three fourths rained by 
speculating and projecting, has enough of 
reason left to induce him to retura to the 
care of his shop or the cultivation of bis 
land. Such a man, while his head was 
filled with wild schemes of igimnense gains 


having discovered that our 


sery, our honour or our disgrace, 
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would naturally have his substance wasted at | that, as to the flags, there were the flacs of 
nd oe 


home, be contracting debts, and mortgaging 
his estate ; but, when he returned to his so- 
ber reason, his expenses would be curtailed, 
and the rogues that had fattened upon him, 
his squandering servants and their rapacious 
Jew friends, would be shaken off like half- 
dead caterpillars when pinched by the irost. 
——Thisis the light, in which I view the 
famous ‘ confederacy of the world.” And 
will not my friend “ Prudentius” allow me 
to be chearful? Nay, willhe not allow me 
to Jaugh at the tears of those, who weep on- 
ly because they think they see a state of things 
coming, which will cblige them to work or 
to starve? ‘The out-cry against me used to be, 
that I “‘ created despondercy ;"" and now, 
when Iam doing my best to “* keep up the 
‘€ spirit of the people,” as the Doctor's folks 
used to say, the out-cry against me ts louder 
than ever; so that, there really is no know- 
ing how to avoid censure, and, accordingly, 
J have, at last, given the thing up. 
AMERICAN STaTes (continued from page 
OS1). After what has been said in the 
articles, ¢ontained in the two last Numbers, 
upon the nature and probable consequences 
ef our dispute with the American States, 
much need not be added, until new facts 
arise. There are, however, a few addition- 
al observations to make to render the infor- 
mation of my readers complete. But, 
before I make these observations, [I must 
notice a letter, which has appeared in the 
London newspapers, under the name of a 
Mr. Floger, who is, it appears, one of that 
worthy brotherhood, called American Cap- 
tains. The French official paper, the 
Moniteur, had published aw account of a 
feast, given on board a frigate, or ship of 
some sort, in a French port, to Capt. Reid, 
the commander of the American ship, Re- 
venge, which brought to Falmouth the per- 
son who was sent to demand satisfaction in 
the case of the Chesapeake. How the Re- 
venge (a name that serves to give us an idea 
ot Mr. Jeilerson’s taste) came to go to France 
is of little consequence, but there she was; 
and, according to the account of the Moni- 
teur, the toasts given by Capt. Reid, at the 
teast before mentioned were full of hostility 











to England, such as “‘ may the navies of 


€e 


America and France united humble Eng- 
“*« Jand, that universal pirate,” or words to 
that eitect; .and that, while these toasts 


were going om in the cabin, the flags of 


America and of France entwined were 
hoisted upon the masts. Now, Capt. 
Fioger, aturementioned, assures us, that he 
was present at the feast; that no sentiment 
hesteie te Boghand was given asa toast; and 








| 


| 


| several other nations hoisted upon the French 


ship as weli as that of America, The editor 


| of the Times, seeing Capt. Floger'’s letter in 





the Morning Chronicle, observes upon it, 
ta, serene by saying, that, of the two, 
the Moniteur ought to be believed, not only 
because it could have po temptation to mis- 
state the facts, but because American Cap- 
tains are so notorious for falsehood, that no 
credit whatever ought to be given to any 
thing that they may say. ‘To which I add, 
nor to any thing that they may swear, I 
have recorded mumerous instances, wherein 
persons of this description have actually 
perjured themselves for the mere purpose of 
exciting feelings hostile to England. The 
records of our courts of vice-admiralty con- 
tain hundreds of proofs of their profligate 
disregard of truth. Indeed, I must do their 
country the justice to say, that the people 
in general. know,’ acknowledge, and many 
of them detest the general want of veracity 


‘in their captains of ships, whose talent at 


lying is proverbial through the country. 


| There was not one battle gained by England, 
' during the last war, which these worthies 


did not represent as a battle gained by the 


enemy of England, and which was not so 
' believed for many days, and sometimes fot 


weeks, though, in the interim several ships 
arrived trom Europe ; sO well, SO naturally . 
so as it were by compact, did they agree in 
their disposition to promulgate lies. If an 
Amer.can ship was stopped at sea and seaich- 
ed by any one of our cruizers, the affair was 
sure te be made a serious one: along string 
of lies were immediately put upon the log- 
book, intended for publication in America, 
and was always sure to be published, verified 
upon the caths of the captain, the mate, 
and another or two. In numerous instances 
these lies were proved to be such; tili at 
last, to ‘* lie like a log-book” is become 4 
proverb in their country. But, not to 
lay any stress ipon this ground of prestump- 
tion against Capt. Floger’s veracity, let us 
ask whether it be at all likely, that the 
Moniteur should have mistated the circum- 
stances in question? What motive should 
it have? ‘Lo excite hatred between England 
and America? Did it not know, that what 
a fooli:h Captain might say at a feast would 
have ne other eftect here than to excite con- 
tempt of him? And, besides, was it not 
certain, that the statement, if false, would 
be contradicted, and would produce an eftect 
the contrary of that which was intended? 
Besides, how should the Moniteur comes 
possession of an account of the feast at all 
The account must have been sent to 3; 
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and, it is quite improbable that the editor 
should deliberately sit down and alter, or 
add to, the sevaral toasts, by which he 
would be sure te expose himself to U 
charge ot base talsehood trom all thos at 
least, who assisted at the festival; and, 
though the Moniteur is a slave, its editor 
must necessarily be a person of some con- 
se ary? and, in al] like ‘t wd, of some 
rezard tor character. Did t alteration or 
al dition take place previous to the sending of 
the tcasts to the Moniteur ?) Then biti false- 
. rod orig inated withthe French Captain; and, 
sit like ‘ly, that he would have heed guilty 
of a falsehood, which he must know that 
a few days would make known to the Ame- 
rican captain, who was still in the same port 
with himself ? Then, the sentiments and 
the manner of the toasts are so precisely 
those of America ; ey are so exactly cor- 
respondent with captain Reid has so 


long been used (hat, without any other 
evidence of authenticity, this would 
be nearly sufficient PFI 05 od to ) all this 
we have the word of ¢ 1 Floger ; Jet us 


sce, then, what his motives might ‘hes Tie 
says he can have none, but merely that of 
a love of truth, which is quite good, as 
eoming from an American captain; but, 
I think, I can suggest another or two. Tirst, 
he was at the feast; he bad a hand in the 
thi Ing 5 he joined in the weg at least 

in short, he was a party. This fact, thoug! 
not Known to the public in ¢g neral here, 
vould be well known to the merchants to 
whom he was consigned, and to whom he 
was to look for freight home. These mer 
chants, who dread nothing so much as a 
war between the two countries, would na- 
turally express their displeasure ; and, cap- 
fain Floger is not to be told, how much his 
profits depend upon the good will of the 
merchant, who, for the time being, has an 
absolute command over him; nor, veed he 
be reminded of the fate of scores of his com- 
rades, who, during the last war, were dis- 
missed, upon their retarn home, for having 
exposed the property of their owners by vo- 
lunteering, in French ports, in abuse of 
€ngland. Here are motives fur the state ng 
of captain Floger full as strong, at least, as 
that of an Ameri can captain’s love Royer 
The progress is likely to have been this. 
The merchant would reprove him for the 
part he had taken in the inflammatory toasts ; 

he would deny, and make out a story such 
as he has published. ‘‘ Well, then, says the 
‘* merchant, it would do a great deal of 
© good, publickly to give the contradiction.” 

This he could not object to; and, as the 


letter is pretty evidently not of his own 
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writing, the merchant would draw it up 
for him ; and thus would the thing come 
before the public. l should 
owever, if the captain had been 
schooled by higher authority. I should not 
wonder, if he had been told, from that 
thority: ** John Bull is no longer to be 
vulled or bullied, We are pot Into a 
scrape bere; and the toasts of that fool 
** Reid willaftord us no help ip getting out 
“of it.” The consequence would be what 
we have seen ; and my opinion inclines to- 
wards this higher authority ; for, the letters 
of the captain are certainly above the level’ 
ef Finsbury Square—This affair of the 
toasts would have been of no earthly impors 
tance, had it not drawn forth captain Flo- 
ger ; nor would his letters have been worthy 
of a moment’s notice, had tae) not evident- 
ly been written by r else, and did 
they not tend to shew, that that someb ly 
else has conceived reasons for not wishing to 
irritate England.——I now turnto A. B, 
of the Morning Chronicle, who, as the Morn- 
ing Post has observed (it having escaped me), 
when speaking of the Americans, inadvere 
tsutly applied the pronoun us, thereby veri- 
fying the old proverb, that hypocrites should 
have their cloaks sewed on. From the 
dr: ahaa flimsiness of his style: from his 
manifest wish to wheedcle the minister. inte 
further concessions to America; from his 
cant about the “* highly republican ” nature 
of the American goverument; from bis talk 
about the ** virtues of her revolution ;” and, 
above all, from the insufferable vanity that 
broke forth at every other sentence : from 
all these, | was nearly certain that he was 
an American, It appeared to me, that many 
a man had been hanged upon ewdence less 
clear. But, the little instance of forgetful- 
ness, pointed out by the Morning Post, puts 
the matter beyond dispute ; and here, then, 
is the Morning Chronicle engaged in the 
laudable undertaking of sending torth to the 
public, essays written by oge of our enemies, 
as written by one of ourselves. Mr. A, 
B. in answerto what some one had said about 
our capturing all the American ships in case 
of rae RN what would you do 
with all the ships and cargoes ; to whom 
would’ you sell them ?”” Why, Sir, to whom 
do we sell captured ships and ¢argoes now ? 
If we take her ships, they will save us ma- 
terials and Jabour for ship-building ; for, 
they are, in general, very good ships. Sup- 
posing them 1 not to suit us in their present 
shape ; still the timber, the cordage, and the 
sails of them are things of real value, articles 
of real national wealth, and they will, of 
course, add to our weazih in the same pra- 
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America, besides the consideration of put- 
ting off, toa great distance, the day when 
Anierica can possibly become powerful upon 
the sea.——~And, as to the cargoes, suppose 
we capture ten ships laden with Indian corn 
for Spain or any other of the ports in the 
Mediterranean ; will it be of noyse to us to 
acquire, thus, two or three thousand quarters 
of the best stiff in the world to fat hogs 
with? Will not the millers and farmers buy it? 
and will not an addition be thus made to the 
national wealth? ‘Thisis the real way of 
making an addition to the national wealth ; 
because we send none of the fruit of our 
labour away in exchange for what is brought 
in, _ We should take tobacco, rice, lumber, 
salt-meat, flour, and butter; amd, does A. B. 
really mean to make us believe, that we 
shall not know what to do with all these? 
We should take wine and brandy upon their 
Way from France and- Portugal; aod will 
there be no call for them in Engla:? Or, 
shall we find them the worse, because we 
have them without giving cloth and _hard- 
ware in exchange? Verily, if A. B. could 
persuade us to believe this, his country 
migat well laugh at us. The Congress are 
not, it sgems, to come to any decision re- 
specting England, till they know the deter- 
nnoafion of our government. That they do 
know by this time, unless the determination, 
expressed in the King’s proclamation, be 
given up. If it be adhered to firmly, the 
Congress «i]] postpone the discussion, resume 
it, postpone itagain, andsoon. There will 
be a great deal of talk about dignity and ho- 
nour and invependence, but it will all end 
in smoke, They may, at last, have 
recourse to a partial prohibition of export, 
with the hope of distressing our West India 
Isinnds, in which case we have only to issue 
an order for capturing all their ships trading 
with other West-Jndia Islands. This would 
reduce them to reason in two months; for, 
we might, at the same time, give orders to let 
pass all ships which should ublade at any of 
our West India ports, whither numbers would 
then go, in spite of all the prohibitions of their 
government, Inshort, whatever measure of 
prohibition they may adopt, we should an- 
swer by a retaliatory prohibition, exempting 
therefore the ships of any of the States that 
chage to set the President's decree at defiance. 
Oar Janguage should be this to the New En- 
landers, for instance ; ‘* We want salt-meat 
** ahdiumber from you, and you want rum and 
“* coflee from us, but,vour President willnet 
«« suffeius to carry on this exchange, unless 
we will permit hes Southern friends(for you 


“¢ want nove of them) to inyeigle our sailors 
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** of us, and unless we will recede froma rule 
of neutral commerce which he willing] 
submits to at the hands of France. Now, 
if you have a mind to trade with us still, 
and not suffer yourselves to be sacrificed 
to his partialities and passions, why, we 
‘« will go on together as usual.” There 
would need nothing more. ‘This the Con- 
gress know vety well; and; therefore, they 
will proceed no further than that very com- 
mon preliminary, which is aptly enongh 
called, shewing the teeth, But, this’] say 
only uponthe presumption, that the minis- 
ters will not further give way; for, if they 
do, the Congress will never cease their de- 
mands, while we have any thing to sur- 
render, 

PortTuGAL. The Royal Family of 
Portugal has, to my great surprise, been pre 
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vailed upon to embark, with many of its no-. 


bles and officers of state,‘with a view of set- 
ling amongst the slaves and serpents of Brasil ; 
but, I mast confess, that my surprise pro- 
ceeds ratherfrom the Prince Regent having 
had the courage to encounter the difficulties 
of the undertaking, than from his having 
been desirous of quiting a country, where, 
if he had continuec to jive at all, be must 
have lived- in disgrace. It is officially 
stated, that, on the 24th of November, the 
whole of the Royal Family, consisting of 
fifteen perfons, embarked on board the Por- 
tuguese fleet, consisting of 7 line of battle 
ships ; 5 frigates; 3 armed brigs; and 30 
merchant vessels ; escorted by 4 English line 
of battle ships, under the command of Capt. 
Moore. It is further stated, but not official- 
ly, that this fleet sailed out unmolested by 
the Russian sbips, now in the Tagus ; that 
the French were fast. approaching to Lisbon, 
and were expected to enter it the day after 
the ficet sailed. that a considerable number 





of the nobility, officers of state, heads of the . 


church, royal body-guards, and law-officers 
(what a loss to Portugal !) accompanied the 
royal family, as also a considerable number 
of wealthy individuals, and a large military 
force ; that the whole number of persons 
embarked, (ivcjuding the “ large military 
 force,’) wag seventeen thousand ; that all 
the treasures, jewels, archives and records 
were taken away ; that the people beheld the 
mournful spectacle, with the liveliest emoti- 
ons of sorrow, ‘but without any attempt to 
“vee the fiepareany of their beloved sa 

at, when the court was preparing to em) 
bark, the Queen’s po be a maiaeitg, but 


that our ambassador, Lord Strangford, sent 


his horses to Mafra to fetchhim, and Load 
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rest; that a remarkable circumstance, is, 
«* that the Queen, whose mental ailments 
*¢ are well Known, experienced a very great 
«* improvement in health,after having beena 
“* few days at sea,’’ a proof that the salt water 
agrees with persons,. or, at least, with 
crowned heads, when in the state alluded to, 
which is’ a discovery that may, one would 
fain hope, be, in other cases as well as this, 
turned to good account. Such is the in- 
telligence, which I have obtained upon this 
subject, through my ministerial oracle, the 
Courier Newspaper.~ But, I want some of 
the supernatural light of the editor of that 
ptint toenable me to perceive, how the day, 
on which this intelligence was received, 
could be considered. a ‘‘ proud day for this 
** country-;"’ because, it appears to me, 
that Portugal will be as much, though, I 
confess, not more, in the power of Napo- 
leon now, as it would have been if the em- 
barkation of the royal family had not taken 
place; that Portugal is as completely subju- 
gated by him as it would have been without 
the embarkation; and, that any resources, 
whether local or others, which Portugal is 
capable of affording him ia the furtherance 
of his designs against us, he will now have the 
command of as fully as he would have had, 
if the royal family and. law officers had re- 
mained. Why, then, was Saturday last, 
of alj the days in the year, a proud day for 
us? ‘* Theemigration of the royal family 
“€ cuts off the Brazils from Portugal.” But, 
the Brazils would have been cut off from 
Portugal without the emigration. The Cou- 
rier may say, indeed, that it is better that 
they should be cut off in this manner, than 
by conquest on our part, with all its conse- 
quent train of fleets, troops, governors, 
commaissaries, and ‘‘ law officers,” to the 
enormous increase of the patronage of the 
ministers and the burdeus of the people; 
but, I much. question, whether he wil) say 
this; and yet, it appears to me, that the 
only possible good of the emigration to us Is, 
the preventing of the Brazils from being a co- 
Jony of England.’ Yet, on the other hand, 
we are not without evils; for, in the first 
place, we have 4 ships gone now. We 
shall soon have others to follow. Perhaps 
troops besides ; and, who wijl venture to 
insure us against parliamentary grants or 
Joans (which is all ene) for the service of 
New Portugal, as, I suppose, it will be 
- galled ?. So that, as far a3 | am able to judge, 





the degree of our joy this occasion must 

_ be solely hy the degree of injury that 
we shall sustain b the expences attending 
igration of the Po govern- 


ment, less. than we should bave sustained 
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by the conquest of the Brazils for ourselves. 
And this is the mighty good, the>** auspi- 
** cious event,” the ‘* new and memorable 
** era,” in the affairs of nations, which 
was to make Saturday last a proud day for 
England. Really, Mr. Courier, I do think 
that a trip to sea might be as serviceable to 
you as to the Queen of Portugal. As to 
the situation of the Prince Regent and his 
family and friends, it will, if he, instead of 
listening to flatterers and sycophants, resolve 
to act for himself and act wisley, certainly 
be preferable to a miserable dependance 
upon Napoleon or one of his vice-roys ; 
but, to hold a language, as some of our 
news-paper people do, that he is going to 








rr 
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lous. The whole of the civilized population 
of the Brazils does not exceed that of Hamp- 
shire, and, as to the natives of the country, 
they are his enemies toa man. It is, if [ 
recollect rightly, nearly, if not quite, two 
hundred years, since the Brazils were settled; 
and, if such has been the progress of their 
population, how is it to be expected that 
the country should ever be able to defend 
| itself against a powerful invader, if any one 
chose to invade it? Allthose who work in 
that country are slaves; aye, Mr. Wilber. 
force, negro slaves, twenty or thirty thou- 
sand of whom are imported annually from 
the Africancoast, Thisisa fine people whereof 
for an European king to become sovereign.--— 
As every country that we, no matter how, 
get holdof, isthe ‘‘ finest inthe whole world," 
it was quite in rule that the Courier gave 
that quality to the Brazils; but, compared 
with the very worst country in Europe, it 
is a villainous country, abounding in torment- 
ing and venomous reptiles, both in the air 
and upon the earth, and possessing uo fone 
quality which can place it, for a moment, 

in competition with the country, from which 

the Portuguese government has been driven, 

When, therefore, I view the Prince Regent 
in his new situation, when I consider the 
difficulties that he must necessarily -have 

to encounter; when I anticipate the longing 

looks that he will,.in avery short time, cast 

back towards that country, which in all like- 

lihood, he is doomed never to see again ; 

and, when I behold that redlly fine country, 











———— 





with all its corn-fields and orange groves and’ 
vineyards, in the hands of a conqueror who 
will not fail to turn them to account, that 
conqueror being the mortal enemy of Eng- 
land: when I thus contemplate and consi- 
der, I cannot help despising the man, who 
tells me, that the day when. the intelligence 
thereof was communicatedto us,was a‘ proud 
day in the annals,of England,”——-It is, 





be at the head of a great kingdom is ridicu- | 
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from what has been said, pretty evident, that, 
if Napoleon shauid choose, at any future 
time, to destroy the Portuguese government 
in the Brazils, he may do it (especially in 
time of peace), before we can be aware of 
his intentions; for it is impossible for that 
government to keep up a military force able 
to resist ten thousand Frenchmen, because 
there are in the whole country no persons to 
mould into soldiers, The masters will not 
be soldiers, and the negro slaves cannot be 
trusted. Whence, then, are the troops, ow 
there, to be recruited? There is now no 
mother country to drain, remember, as we 
drain England for India! From England, 
then, the recruits must go, or there wil] be 
no army in a very shorttime; and, an army 
will be necessary to enable the king to raise 
taxes for the support of the ‘* law-officers” 
and others. In short, look at the event 
which way I will, | see it full of miseries for 
the prince and the people of Brazil, and ful! 
of mischiefs towards ourselves. Nor is there 
any ground for the sons of commerce to 
chuckle. They can have no more trade with 
Brazil now than they had before; and, as 
far as they pay a share of the taxes, they will 
pay more dearly for it. I understand you, 
Sir Baalam; you. mean to say, that the 
Island of Madeira will be an ample compen- 
sation for all those expences; and, if we had 
completely abandoned the continent, resolv- 
ing in future to maintain the dominion of the 
sea, making that the sole theatre of our war- 
like undertakings, I should have no objec- 
tion to the Island of Madeira, which lies in 
a very cenvenient part of the ocean, which 
would require but little expence, and which 
is abundant in excellent produce. But, you 
forget, Baalam, that Napoleon, who has 
now conquered Portugal, wiil make peace 
for Portugal as well as for France; that he is 
very likely to remember, that Madeira is a 
Portuguese colony ; and, that he is also very 
likely to make us give it up too, yea, after 





we have paid, as we in all probability shall- 


do, the amount of its supposed worth to the 
Portuguese government.——And yet last Sa- 
turday was ‘‘a proud day in the annals of 
€* England,” and Lord Mulgrave tells the 
Lord Mayor that he ** has great satisfaction”’ 
in giving him information that the Portu- 
guese fleet and government are got safe off ; 
but, I have had the honour to hear his lord- 
ship speak, and after that it would ill become 
me to attempt to criticise his letters. 

** Perish Commerce.” At the late 
Smithfield meeting of cattle showers, the 
following proceedings are said to have taken 
place : “The Duke or Beprorn, rose, 


{¢ and said, that we had heard much of a 
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late pamphlet, entitled ‘* Britain inde 
pendent of Commerce ;” while “ Perish 
Commerce” had been the language of 
others: happily, the present company 
were not called upon to decide betwecn 
the different branches of our national in- 
dustry ; but while they knew agriculture 
to be the fountain of plenty and virtuous 
industry, they were so fully impressed 
with the importance of commerce and 
manufactures, as heartily to concur in— 
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** The union of agriculture, commerce and 
“© manufactures. Lorp SoMERVILLE 
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then rose, and, after acknowledging the 
propriety of confining the business of the 
present meeting, as much as possible, 
within its original objects, begged to call 
the attention of the land owners present 
to the great importance of supplying our 
navy with hemp, the importation of 
which, from the Baltic, is now unhappily 
interdicted ; and that, although an excel- 
Jent substitute is known in the Bengal 
sun hemp, should this fail of hereafter 
fully s»pplying the want of our navy, he 
trusted, that as hemp is proved to be an 
excellent preparation for a wheat crop, 
and to interfere little with the established 
system of husbandry upon strong soils, 
except in the growth of bears, for which 
it must be substituted, that the land own- 
ers would be found ready in forwarding 
the views of government, in raising this 
most essential article upon our own soils, 
by relinquishing the restrictions in their 
laws, against the growth of a vegetable, 
which is now proved by experience not to 
exhaust the soil, more than other crops, 
when not left to ripen its seed.” —After 
this, there was read, it seems, for the benefit 
of the company, an essay upon thé buying 
and selling of Scotch Cattle, though I should 
have thought, that most of the persons pre- 
sent knew pretty well the nature of that 
traffic, of which England has now felt the 
blessed effects for somewhat betier than a 
century, As to “ perish commerce,” his 
Grace, the Duke of Bedford is, I should 
think, better skilled in Scotch Cattle, old 
and young, than he is in matters relating to 
commerce, as connected with politics; he 
may have experience for his guide in the 
former ;but, he has not, inall probability, had 
much experience in the Jatter. At any rate, 
if his grace means to controvert our doc- 
trines; if he means to honour us by enter 
ing the lists of controversy with us, he 
should be apprized, that we shall hope to be 
met by somethiug more and better than @ 
toast——What Lonp Somervitie said 15 
worthy of notice, though the meaning in the 
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conclusion is not very clear. No relidnce 
should be placed upon India. We have 
plenty of land in England to grow hemp up- 
on. Low land is. best; but, his Lordship 
says,.and I dare say he is well informed upon 
the subject, that it will grow very well as a 
preparaaion for wheat. Only let the hemp 
importation be stopped, and we shall grow 
enough; and, as Mr. Spence says, until we 
do grow enough, it is absurd to call our- 
selves independent. 
aT smell 24th Dec. 1807 
NECESSITY OF ECONOMY. 

Sir, The nation is much indebted to 
you for the pains you have taken to enforce 
the necessity of economy and reform, and 
Jam fully convinced, that without those of 
the higher ranks follow your advice, a few 
years only will be requisite to complete the 
destruction of our national prosperity. I 
have sometimes been mistaken in my con- 
jectures on that event, but itis of that na- 
ture, which though a man cannot calculete 
to acertainty, yet he certainly cannot be far 
mistaken. Perhaps, as you seem to suggest, 
the era of our strength and glory is already 
past, and yet so insensibly that we do not 
perceive our decline; I am not of that opi- 
nion, for I think it will be sudden, rapid, 
and perceptible, if not speedily averted by a 
system of reform which sha!] put a stop to 
the rapid and devouring progress of taxation, 
and restore to the lower and middle ranks 
those comforts which were once the proud 
distinction of Britons. Comforts and liber- 
ties of which the people in no other nation 
could boast, and gave them that noble ar- 
dour in detence of their country, which was 
unknown even in the proud republics of 
Athens, Rome, and Sparta. Luxury, Mr. 
Cobbett, blasting, consuming luxury, will 
be our ruin; and if wedo not soon give an 
example, which has never before, | believe, 
been given in the world, luxury will make 
us fall under the overwhelming power of 
France, and blot us out of the list of na- 
tions. The great must set an example of 
heroic self denial; they must give up their 
splendid, extravagant, and senseless pomp, 
or the whole nation must sufer for their ob- 
stinate blindness; if taxes must be raised 
for the continuance of the war, they must 
be raised either by the total abolition of all 
useless places and pensions, or they must be 
raised from the fortunes of the great exclu- 
sively, for the poor and middle ranks are al- 
ready ground to powder; and if the rich 
have not prudence, or foresight, or virtue 
enough to make great sacrifices of luxury to 
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safety, we must all suifer together, but woe | 


, 


be to them who might have saved us and 
would not. It will be to no purpose then 
that they raise the cry of ‘ jacobins and le- 


vellers,” for it will av: ail them nothing. It is 
to that senseless « ry that we shall owe much 
of our misery, for if the *y had not deceived 


and imposed upon the middle ranks, with 
such a miserable bugbear, they would sooner 
have seen their true interest, and been more 
unanimous in their demand of reform.— 
Among a certain rank it is now deemed im- 
possible for a dozen people to meet together 
in friendly social converse ; nothing under 
two, three, four, or five hundred, nay, some- 
times a thousand people can be seen in 
what is called a fashionable party ; and what 
is the consequence of this? Two or three of 
these parties in a year, with other propor- 
tionable expences, consume the most prince- 
ly incomes in a few weeks; and to support 
this extravagance, they who aim at it, and 
many do aim at it, who have very small pre- 
tensions, they must -eke out a moderate in- 
come by selling themselves to a minister, 
who provides for them and their families out 
of the public purse, and thus helps forward 
the work of taxation and corruption, which 
is consuming the yery vitals of the state, and 
undermining a constitution which was once 
the envy and admiration of Europe. It is a 
difficult thing to renovate a worn out consti- 
tution. But, thank heaven, the body politic 

is not altogether like the natural body, and 
what in one case ts impossible, in the other 

is only improbable; as to the means of ac- 
complishing this great undertaking, perhaps 
at some future period [ will endeavour to 
give my humble opinion, for the present, I 
remain, &c V. Burpon. Hartford 
near Morpeth, June 23, 1807. 








LORD KINGSTON AND CAPTAIN HAY. 

(Extracted from the Courier Newspaper) 

On the 17th Nov. 1807, in the Court of 
King's Bench, the Attorney General moved 
to make the rule absolute for a criminal infor» 
mation against Capt. Philip Hay, of the 18th 
light dragoons, for giving a challenge to Lord 
Kingston. —Mr. Park, this d: iy, sShewed cause 
against making the rule absolute. The charge 
made against the defendant was that of 
giving a challenge tothe prosecutor. The 
affidavits upon which the application was 
made stated, that in the year 1798, Lord Kings- 
ton was colonel of the North Cork Militia, 
and was proceeding to Wexford to oppose 
the rebels, when he was taken, He there 
saw the defendant, who appeare:| to him to 
act as a commander of the insurgents, and 
in this opinion he was confirmed by their 
leader, Gen. Keob, who said be had deserted 
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from his Majesty’s service. When the 
commotion had subsided, Capt. Hay de- 


manded of the commissioners compensation 
as a suffering loyalist. In consequence of 
this request, lord Kingston wrote to the earl 
of Hardwicke, representing that the de- 
fendant could support no such claim, since 
he had co-operated with the rebels. The 
result was, the meeting between lord Kings- 
ton and the defendant, on the 8th of Oct. last 
in Devonshire-place, where the challenge 
complained of was given. In reply to the 
charge, the Jearned counsel had the affidavit 
of the defendant himself, who stated, that 
in 1790, when he was only 13 years old, he 
went aboard in his majesty’s service; and 
after his return, at the age of 18, received 
alieutenancy, and accompanied Gen. Aber- 
crombie to the West Indies, From that 
time until 1798, he never returned to his 
Majesty's dominions, excepting for the space 
of S days; and on the 30th April, in the 
same year, he went to Ireland, to take posses- 
sion of his patrimonial estate in the county 
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of Wexford. Finding that the generality of | 


the people were nearly ripe for insurrection, 
he engaged himself in an employment 
gratifying tohimselfand useful to his country, 
in recovering the affections of his tenantry to 
their king; and 250 persons actually took 
the oath of allegiance, administered to them 
bya magistrate of the name of Richards at 
his instigation. In the month of May the 
rebellion brok¢ out ; andalthough the defen- 
dant at that time was an officer of rank in 
his majesty’s army, he notwithstanding, 
engaged himself in a subordinate capacity in 
a volunteer corps, and exerted himself with 
the utmost activity against the Insurgents. 
When the loyalits were under the necessity 
of abandoning the town of Wexford to 
the rebels, capt. Hay was endeavouring to 
make his escape with some companions, by 
means of a vessel in the harbour, but he was 
intercepted by the insurgents, and brought 
back a prisoner. When he was secured the 
rebels held aspitto his threat, and girding 
a sword to his side, compelled him to place 
the shamrock in his hat. During this period, 
lord Kingston was also taken, and to him 
capt. Hay communicated the situation in 
which he was placed; and the defendant 
intimated to his lordship his intention to 
make his escape as soon as possible. The 
prosecutor then requested that he would 


represent his (the prosecutor's) confinement 
to his Majesty's army, that if possible he 
might be released. Capt. Hay, after much 
daugerdid escape, and wasthe first person whu 
transmitted to government the intelligence 
Fespecting the rebels. After the rebellion 


~ 





[1012 
had ceased, suspicious were entertained by 
many persons in Dublin, that Capt. Hay had 
been instrumental in favour of the insurgents ; 
and, at his own request, he was brought to 
a court martial. The decision was that the 
defendant had borne arms against his ma- 
jesty ; but it evidently appearing, that his 
conduct proceeded from compulsion, the 
court most honourably acquitted him. After 
this public testimony as to the rectitude of 
his motives, lord Cornwallis appointed the 
defendant to the command ofa troop in the 
25th Light Dragoons, from which he was 
afterwards removed to the 18th, under the 
command of col. Stewart, brother to lotd. 
Castlereagh. Not withstanding this result of 
the claim of capt. Hay for compensation, the 
High Sheriff, and 21 magistrates of the 
country of Wexford, demanded, that the 
defendant should appear before their Quar- 
ter Sessions, to answer the charge of re- 
ceiving money improperly as a_ suffering 
loyalist. Upon the recommendation of his 
counsel, Captain Hay resisted this applica- 
tion but consented that the matter should 
be examined in the Court of Exche- 
quer in Ireland, where the judges quash- 
ed the proceedings. ‘These prosecutions hav- 
ing failed, Lord K. sent in a statement of 
the facts contained in his affidavit to-day, to 
his R. H. the Duke of York, in consequence 
of which, an enquiry was instituted, the re- 
sult of which was, that the commander in 
chief expressed the fullest conviction that 
the insinuations against the defendant were 
completely unfounded, and directed that this 
opinion should be communicated to Capt. 
Hay. Since that period to the present time, 
Lord K, had traduced the character of the 
defendant in every company he entered, and 
had declared to Col. Stewart, and other dis- 
tinguished persons, upon several occasions, 
that a hangman was the only man fit to deal 
with Capt. Hay. So much the defendant 
had thought it right to say with respect to 
his previous conduct, and the charge made 
against him by the prosecutor of being a trai- 
tor to his country. The fact of giving a 
challenge, the learned counsel did not mean 
to deny; but the court would see that the 
circumstances by which it was attended, 
were not such as would warrant them in 
granting the extraordinary interference re- 
quested. The interview on the 8th of Oct. 
hac been misrepresented by the prosecutor. 


‘What occurred was as follows: After recog: 
nizing each other, Capt. Hay said, that he 


had been informed, that his lordship had 
iraduced his character, and he and his bro- 
ther officers with him, Mr. Carew and Mr. 


Hughes, wished ta be. informed if that were 
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“he truth. Lord K. replied, that upon hear- 
‘ng, that Capt. Hay hed been allowed his 
claim as a suffering | oyalist, he had done 
every thing in his power to bring the defend- 
ant to trial for that swin jling transaction, 
Capt. Hay answered, that he did not wish to 
know what his lordship had done; but he 
required an explanation of the language he 
had so frequently used, and likewise an apo- 
logy for the expression he bad just employed. 
Lord K. observed, that be should make no 
apology , that he had been to his R. H. the 
Duke of ‘ork, to state the defendant's con- 
duct, and that the only person fit to deal 
with him was the hangman. Capt. Hay was 
much irritated, and told Lord K., that he 
demanded that satisfaction. from him which 
one ventleman expected fromanother. His 
lordship enquired, if the defendant intended 
it as a challenge? And being answered in 
the affirmative, he replied, that he would 
not meet Capt. Hay; that he did not consi- 
der hitn as a gentleman, when he refused to 
appear before a jury of his country, to ane 
swer for the swindling transaction he had 
been guilty of in receiving compensation 
as a suffering loyalist. Capt. Hay then told 
Lord K. that he had done with him; that 
he found Mm in infamy and in infamy left 
him. In this statement Capt. Hay was con- 
firmed by the affidavits ot the Hon. Col. 
Stewart, Lieutenants Carew and Hughes ; 
to the latter of whom Lord K. had declared, 
that he would nct meet Capt. Hay, but would 
fight any person whom he might sene ; and 
that if the defendant should openly insult 
him, his lordship thought he was as strong 
or a stronger man than the defendant, and 
would be able to throw him over a bridge, 
or otherwise dispose of him. Under these 
circumstances the defendant appealed to 
their lordships, not merely as judges, but as 
men, trusting that thefewould respect the 
feelings of an injured individual, and would 
not interfere in a case upon grounds like 
those stated on the part of the prosecution. 
The Arrorney Geyerat replied, and 
contended that it was quite impossible for 
the court to consider the conduct of Capt. 
‘Hay otherwise than as that of a man endea- 
‘youring to force the noble lord into a duel. 
The question was, whether it was altogether 
such as called for the interference of their 
Jordships; this, he believed would not be 
denied, and he therefore trusted that the 
yule would be made absolute. Lord Et- 
LENBOROUGH observed, that the language 
used certainly could bear no other construc- 
tion, but that of provoking a challenge, at 
the same time that the court could not over- 
Jook those provocations that gave rise to it. 















‘ 





1807.—Russia. [rod 


Here the learned Jord recapitulated many of 
the remarks made upon the case by the 
counsel for Capt. Hay; he particularly dwelt 
upon the soreness chat & apt Hay must feel 
at being branded as a rebel, because inevita- 
ble and irresistable necessity had happened 
to drive him as much in the power of the re- 
bel forces as Lord K. himself was. His 

Lordship added, that in all cases of appli- 

cations of this description, the Court had 

a discretion which he trusted would at all 

times be wisely applied. In the case of the 

King v. Hankey, where, hke the present, 

there was all that could be called a direct 

challenge, and, like the present, all that 
could be also called wanton provocation, the 
court exercised that discretion. ‘They refuse 
ed the rule, so they would ap The com- 
plainant ought to have come into court with 
élean hands himse if: he did Lot; his cone 
duct has been that of uniform and Teiterated 

calumny against Capt. Hay, and he had no 
title here to the rule in question. His lord- 

ship said, that it must not be doubted for a 

moment, that the giving a challenge was an 

offence which the law would panis ch, but 
under certain circumstances, .the parties 
might not be entitled to the speedy and espe- 
cial interference of the court. Here there 

did not appear to be any intention on either 

side of breaking the peace at this time. As 

for Lord K. his only objection was (as it ap- 
peared) to fighting a rebel. He refused to 

meet Capt. Hay, because he deemed him a 

rebel, but be was ready to embrue his hands 

in the blood of any others of his Majesty's 

Joya! subjects.—Rule discharged ; but, said 

his lordship 1 not with costs. 

PUBLIC PAPERS. 

Russia. King of England's Declaration, 
in Answer to that of tne Emperor of 
Russia. Dated at Westminster, Dec. 18, 
1807. 

The Declaration issued at St. Peters- 
burgh, by his Maj. the Empe ror of all the 
Russias, has excited in his M: aj.’s mind the 
strongest sensations of astonishment and re- 
gret.—His Maj. was not unaware of the 
nature of those secret engagements which 
had been imposed upon Russia in the con- 
ferences of Tilsit. But his Maj. had enter- 
tained the hope, that a review of the trans- 
actions of that unfortunate negociation, and 
a just estimate of its effects upon the gloty 
of the Russian name, and upon the in- 
terests of the Russian Empire, would have 
induced his La»perial Majesty to extricate 
himself from the embarrassment of those 
new counselsand connections which he had 
ddopted in a moment of despondency aud 
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alarm, an‘ td return toa policy more con- 
genial to the principles which he has so in- 
variably professed, and more conducive to 
the honour of his crown, and to the pros- 
perity of his dominions—This hope has 
dictated to his Maj. the utmost forbearanc 

and moderation in al} his diplomatic inter- 
course with the Court of St. Petersburgh, 
since the peace of Tilsit—His Maj. had 
much cause for suspicion, and just ground of 
complaint. But he abstained from the lan- 
guage of reproach. His Maj. deemed it ne- 


_ ce#sary to require specific explanation with 


espect to those arrangements with France, 
the concealment of which from his Maj. 
could not but confirm the impression already 
received of their character and tendency. 
But his Maj., nevertheless, directed the 
demand of that explanation to be made, not 
only without asperity or the indication of any 
hostile disposition, but with that considerate 
regard to the feelings and situation of the 
Emperor of Russia, which resulted from 
the recollection of former friendship, and 


from confidence interrupted, but not destroy- | 


ed.—The Declaration of the Emperor of 
Russia proves that the object of his Maj.’s 
forbearance and moderation has not been 
attained. It proves, unhappily, that the 
influence of that power, which is equally 
and essentially the enemy both of G. Britain 
and of Russia, has acquired a decided ascen- 
dancy in the Counsels of the Cabinet of St. 
Petersburgh ; and has been able to excite a 
causeless enmity between two nations, whose 
long established connection, and whose mu- 


tual interests prescribed the most intimate | 


union and co-operation.—His Maj. deeply 
laments the extension of the calamities of 
war, But called upon as he is, to defend 
himself against an act of unprovoked hos- 
tility, His Maj. is anxious to refate in the 
face of the world the pretexts by which that 
act is attempted to be justified —The De- 
claration asserts that his Maj. the Emperor 
of Russia has twice taken up arms in a cause 
in which, the interest of G. Britain was 
more direct than his own: and founds upon 
this assertion the charge against G, Britain 
of having neglected to second and support 
the military operations of Russia. —His Maj. 
willingly does. justice to the motives which 
origiually engaged Russia in the great strug- 
gle against France, His Maj. avows with 
equal readiness the interest which G. Britain 
has uniformly taken in the fates and fortunes 
of the powers of the Continent. But it 
would surely be difficult to prove that G. 
Britain, who was herself in a state of hos- 
tility with Prassia, when the war broke out 
between Prussia and France, had an interest 


{ and a duty more direct in espousing the 
Prussian quarrel than the Emperor of Russia 
the ally of his Prussian Maj., the protector 

of the North of Europe, and the Guarantee 

of the Germanic Constitution.—It is not in 

a public Declaration that his Maj. can dis- 

cuss the policy of having at any particular 

period of the war effected, or omitted to 
effect, disembarkatious of troops on the 
coasts of Naples. But the instance of the 
war with the Porte is still more singularly 

chosen to illustrate the charge against G, 

Britain of indifierence to the interests of her 

ally: a wat undertaken by G. Britain at the 

instigation of Russia, and sclely for the 
purpose of maintaining Russian interests 
against the: influence of France.—If, how- 
ever, the peace of ‘Tilsit is indeed to be con- 
sidered as the consequence and the punish- 
ment of the imputed inactivity of G. Bri- 
tain, his Maj. cannot but regret that the 
Emperor of Russia should have resorted to 
so precipitate and fatal a measure, at the 
moment when he had received distinct as- 
surances that his Maj. was making the most 
strenous exertions to fulfil the wishes and 
expectations of his ally (assurances which 
his Imperial Maj. received’ and acknow- 
ledged with apparent confidence and satis- 
faction) ; aud when his Maj. was, in fact, 
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| prepared to employ for the advancement of 


the common objects of the war, those forces 
which, after the peace of Tilsit, he was 
under the necessity of employing to discon- 
cert a combination directed against his own 
immediate interests and  security.—The 
vexation of Russian commerce by G. Britain 
is, in truth, litthe more than an imaginary 
grievance, Upon a diligent examination, 
made by his Maj.’scommand, of the records 
of the British Court of Admiralty, there 
has been discovered. only a solitary instance 
in the course of | present war, .of the 
condemnation of a vessel really Russian ; 
a vessel which had carried naval stores to a 
port of the common enemy. ‘There are 
but few instances of Russian vessels detain- 
ed: and none in which justice has been re- 
fused to a _party regularly complaining of 
such detention. It is therefore matter of 
surprise, as well as of concern ta his M3j., 
that the Emperor of Russia should have con- 
.descended.- to’ bring forward a complaint 
which, as it cannot be seriously felt by those 
in whose behalf it is urged, might appeat 
tobe intended to countenance those exag- 
gerated declamations, by which France per- 
severingly endeavours to inflame the jealousy 
of other countries, and to justify her owm 
inveterate animosity against G. Britain.— 





The peace of Tilsit was followed by an offer 
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of mediation onthe part of the Emperor of 
Russia, for the conclusion of a peace be- 
tween G. Britain and France ; which, it is 
asserted, that his Maj. refused.—His Maj. 
did not refuse the mediation of the Emperor 
of Russia; although the offer of it was ac- 
companied by circumstances of conceal- 
ment, which might well have justified his 
refusal. ‘The articles of the treaty of ‘Tilsit 
were not communicated to his Maj ; and 
specifically that article of the treaty in vir- 
tue of which the ‘Mediation was proposed, 
and which prescribed a limited time for the 
return of his Maj.’s answer to that proposal. 
And his Maj. was thus led inte an apparent 
compliance with a limitation so offensive to 
the dignity of an independent sovereign. 
But the answer so returned by his Maj. was 
not a refusal. It was a conditional accept- 
ance. The conditions required by his Maj. 
were—a statement of the basis upon which 
the enemy was disposed to treat; and a 
evmimunication of the articles of the peace 
ef ‘Lilsit. ‘The first of these conditions was 
precisely the same which the Emperor of 
Russia had himself annexed not four months 
before to his own acceptance of the proffer- 
ed mediation of the Emperor of Austria. 
The second was one which his Maj. would 
have had a right to require, even as the ally 
of his Imperial Maj.: but which it would 
have been highly improvident to omit, when 
he was invited to confide to bis Imperial 
Maj. the care of his honour and of his in- 
terest.—But even if these conditions (nei- 
ther of which has been fulfilled, although 
the fulfilment of them has been repeatedly 
required by his Maj.’s ambassador at St. Pe- 
tersburgh), had not been in themselves per- 
fectly natural and necessary ; there were not 
wanting considerations which might have 
warranted his Maj. in endeavouring, with 
more thanordinary anxiety, to ascertain the 
views and intentions of the Emperor of 


Russia, and the precise nature and effect of | 


the new relations which his Imperial Ma). 
had contracted.— The complete abandon- 
ment of the interests of the King of Prussia 
(who had twice rejected proposals of sepa- 
rate peace, from a strict+adherence to his 
engagements with his Imperial ally), and 
the character of those provtsions which the 
Emperor of Russia was contented to make 
for his own interests in the negociations of 
Tilsit,.presented no encouraging prospect of 
the result. of any exertions which his Im- 
perial May. might be disposed to employ in 
favour of G. Britain.—lIt is not, while a 
French army still occapies and lays waste the 
remaining dominions of the King of Prus- 
sia, in spite of the stipulations of the Prus- 
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sian treaty of Tilsit; while contributions are 
arbitrarily exacted by France from that rem- 
nant of the Prussian monarchy, such as, in 
its entire and most flourishing state, the 
Prussian monarchy would have been unable 
to discharge ; while the surrender is demand- 
ed, in time of peace, of Prussian fortresses, 
which had not been reduced during the war; 
and while the power of France is exercised 
over Prussia with such shameless tyranny, as 
to designate and demand for instant death, 
individuals, subjects of his Prussian Maj. 
and resident in his dominions, upon a charge 
of disrespect towards the French govern- 
ment ;—it is not while all these things are 
done and suffered, under the eyes of the 
Emperor of Russia, and without his inter- 
ference on behalf of his ally, that bis Maj. 
ean feel’ himself called upen to account to 
Europe for having hesitated to repose an un- 
conditional confidence in the efficacy of his 
Imperial Maj.’s mediation.—Nor, even if 
that mediation had taken full effect, if a 
peace had been concluded under it, and that 
peace guaranteed by his Imperial Maj., could 
his Maj. have placed impkcit reliance onthe 


stability of any such arrangement, after 
having seen the Emperor of Kussia openly 
transfer to France the sovereignty of the 


Jonian republic, the independence of which 
his Imperial Mey. bad recently and solemnly 
guaranteed —But while the alleged rejection 
of the Emperor of Russia's mediation, be- 
tween G. Britain and France, is stated as a 
just ground of his Imperial Maj.’s resent- 
ment; his Ma}.’s request of that mediation, 
for the re-establishment of peace beiween 
G. Britain and Denmark, is represented as 
an insult which it was beyond the bounds of 
his Imperial Maj ‘s moderation to endure. — 
His Maj. fee!s himself under .no obligation 
to offer any atonement or apology to the 
Emperor of Russia for the expedition against 
Copenhagen. It is not for those who were 
parties to the secret arrangements of Tilsit, 
to demand satisfaction for a measure to which 
those arrangements gave rise, and by which 
oue of the objectsof them has been happily de- 
feated.—His Maj.’s justification of the expe- 
diton against Copenhagen is before the world. 
The Declaration of the Emperor of Russia 
would supply whatever was wanting in it, 
if any thing could be’ wanting to convince 
the most incredulous of the urgency of that 
necessity under which his Maj. actéd.—Bat 
until the Russian Declaration was published, 
his Maj. had no reason to suspect that any 
opinions which the Emperor of Russia might 
entertain of the transactions at Copenhagen, 
could be such as to preclude his» Imperial 
Maj. from undertaking at the request of @ 
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Britain, that same office of mediator, which 
he had assumed with so much alacrity on the 
behalf of France.—Nor can his Maj. forget, 
that the first symptoms of reviving confi- 
dence, since the peace of-Tilsit, the only 
prospect of success in the endeavours of his 
Maj.’s ambassador to restore the ancient 
good understanding between G. Britain and 
Russia, appeared when the intelligence of 
the siege of Copenhagen had been recently 
received at St. Petersbugh.—The inviolabilt- 
ty of the Baltic Sea, and the reciprocal gua- 
rantees of the powers that border upon it, 
guarantees said to have been contracted with 
the knowledge of the British government, 
are stated as aggravations of his Maj.’s. pro- 
ceedings in the Baltic. It cannot be intend- 
ed to represent his Maj. as having at any 
time acquiesced in the principles upon which 
the inviolability of the Baltic is maintained, 
hovewer his Maj. may, at particular periods, 
have forborne, for special reasons, influenc- 
ing his conduct at the time, toact in contra- 
diction of them. Such forbearance never 
could have applied but to a state of peace 
and real neutrality in the North; and his 
Maj. most assuredly could not be expected 
to recur to it, after France has been suffered 
to establish herself in undisputed sovereign- 
ty along the whole coast of the Baltic Sea, 
from Dantzig to Lubee.—But the higher the 
value which the Emperor of Russia places 
on the engagements respecting the tranquilli- 
ty of the Baltic, which he describes himself 
as inheriting from his immediate predeces- 
sors, the Empress Cathetine and the Em- 
peror Paul, the less justly can his Imperial 
Maj.,resent the appeal made to him by his 
Ma). as the guarantee of the peace to be 
concluded between G. Britain and Denmark. 
In making that appeal, with the utmost con- 
fidence and sincerity, his Maj. neither in- 
tended, nor can he imagine that he offered, 
any insult to the Emperor of Russia. Nor 
can his Maj. conceive that, in proposing to 
the Prince Royal terms of peace, such as 
the most successful war on the part of Den- 
mark could hardly have been expected to 
extort from G. Britain, his Maj. rendered 
himself liable to the imputation, either of 
exasperating the resentment, or of outrag- 
ing the dignity, of Demmnark.—His Maj. has 
thus repliedto all the different accusations 
by which the Russian government labours to 
justify the rupture of a connection which 
subsisted for ages, with reciprocal ad- 
vantages to G, Britain afd Russia; and at- 
tempts to disguise the operation of that ex- 
ternal influence by which Russia is driven 
a for ifterests not her 
ora Russian Declaration proceeds to 
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announce the several conditions on which 
alone these hostilities can be terminated, and 
the intercourse of the two countries renew- 
ed.— His Maj. has already had occasion to 
assert that justice has in no instance been 
denied to the claims of his Imperial Maj.’s 
subjects —The termination of the war with 
Denmark has been so anxiously sought by 
his Maj., that it cannot be necessary for his 
Maj. torenew any professions upon that sub- 
ject. But his Maj. is at a loss to reconcile 
the Emperor of Russia’s present anxiety for 
the completion of such an arrangement, 
with his Imperial Maj.’s recent refusal ta 
contribute his good offices for effectiug it — 
The requisition of his Imperial Maj. for the 
immediate conclusion, by his Maj., of a 
peace with France, is.as extraordinary in the 
substance, as it is offensive in the manner, 
His Maj. has at no time declined to treat 
with France, when France has professed a 
willingness to treat on an admissible basis. 
And the Emperor of Russia cannot fail to 
remember that the Jast negociation between 
G, Britain and France was broken off, upon 
points immediately affecting, not his Maj.’s 
own interests, but those of his Imperial 
ally. But his Maj. neither nnderstands, nor 
will he admit, the pretension of the Em- 
peror of Russia to dictate the time, or the 
mode, of his Maj.’s pacific negociation with 
other powers. It never will be endured by 
his Ma}. that any government shall indemni- 
fy itself for the humiliation of subserviency 
to France, by the adoption of an insulting 
and peremptory tone towards G, Britain.— 
His Maj. proclaims anew those principles ot 
maritime law, against which the armed neu- 
trality, under the auspices of the Empress 
Catherine, was originally directed; and 
against which the present hostilities of Rus- 

sia are denounced. Those principles have 
been recognized and acted upon in the best 

periods of the history of Europe ; and act- 

ed upon by no power with more strictness 

and severity than by Russia herself in the 

reign of the Empress Catherine.—Those 

principles it is the right and the duty of 
his Maj. to maintain: And against every 

confederacy, his Maj. is determined, under 

the blessing of divine Providence, to main- 

tainthem. They have at all times contri- 

buted essentially to the support of the mari- 

time power of G. Britain ; but they are be- 

come incalculably more valuable and im- 

portant at a period when the maritime power 

of G. Britain constitutes the sole remaining 

bulwark against the overwhelming usurpa- 

tions of France; the only refage to which 

other nations may yet resort, in bappiet 

times, for assistance and protection. —W. 
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the opportunity for peace between G. Britain 
and Russia shall arrive, his Maj. will em- 
brace it with eagerness. The arrangements 
of such a negociation will not be difficult or 
complicated. His Maj., as -he has nothing 
toconcede, so he has nothing to require: 
satisfied if Russia shall manifest a disposi- 
tion to return to her ancient feelings of 
friendship towards G. Britain; to a just 
consideration of her own true interests ; and 
to a sense of her own dignity as an indepen- 
dent nation. 

Order of Council for general 

Reprisals against Russia, 

At the Court at Windsor, the 18th of 
December, 1807, present, the King’s Most 
Excellent Majesty in Council. His Ma- 
jesty having taken into consideration the in- 
yurious and hostile proceedings of tne Em- 
peror of all the Russias, as set forth in the 
Declaration of this date, issued by bis Ma- 
jesty’s command; and being determined to 
take such measures as are necessary for vin- 
dicating the honour of bis crown, and pro- 
curing reparation and satisfaction, his Ma- 
jesty therefore is pleased, by and with the 
advice of his Privy Council, to order, and 
itis hereby ordered, that general reprisals be 
granted against the ships, goods, and sub- 
jects, of the Emperor of all the Russias 
(save and except any vessels to which his 
Majesty's licence has been granted, or which 
have been directed to be released from the 
embargo, and have not since arrived at any 
foreign ports,) so that as well his Majesty's 
fleets and ships, as also al] other ships and 


Russia. 








vessels that shall o¢ commissionated by let- | 


ters of marque or general reprisals, or other- 
wise, by» his Majesty's Commissioners for 
executing the office of Lord High Admiral 
of Great Britain, shall and may -lawfully 
seize all ships, vessels, and goods belonging 
to the Emperor of all the Rassias, or bis 
subjects, or others inhabiting within the 
territories of the Emperor of all the Russias, 
and bring the same to judgment in any of 
the Courts of Admiralty within his Majesty's 
dominions, &c. &c.—Campen, P. Wesrt- 
moruanp, C.P.S. Hawkesspury, Mut- 
Grave, St. Heven’s, Sp. Percevar, G. 
Canine. 





FOREIGN OFFICIAL PAPERS. 
AMERICA. Message of the President of 
the United States to loth Houses of Con- 
gress ; dated Oct. 27, 1807. 
Circamstances, fellow citizens, which 
seriously threatened the peace of eur coun- 
try, have made it a duty to convene you at 
‘am earlier period than usual. The love of 
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peace, 80 much cherished in the bosom of | 


our citizens, which had so long guided the 
proceedings of their public councils, and in- 
duced forbearance under so many wrongs, 
may not insure our continuance in the quiet 
pursuits of industry. ‘The many injuries 
and depredations committed on our com- 
merce and navigation on the high seas, for 
years past; the successive innovations on 
those principles of public law, which have 
been established by the reason and usage of 
nations, as the rule of their intercourse, and 
the umpire and security of their rights and 
peace ; and ali the circumstances which in« 
duced the extraordinary mission to London, 
are already known to you. The instructions 
given to our ministers were framed in the 
sincerest spirit of amity and moderation, 
They accordingly proceeded, in conformity 
therewith, to propose arrangements which 
might embrace and settle all the points in 
ditterence between us, which might jbring 
us to a mutual understanding en our neutrak 
and national rights, ard provide for a com- 
mercial intercourse on conditions of some 
equality. After long and fruitless endea- 
vours to effect the purposes of their mission, 
and to obtain arrangements within the limits 
of their instractions, they concluded to sigu 
such as could be obtained, and to send them 
for consideration, candidly declaring to the 
other negociators, that they were acting 
against their instructions, and that their go- 
vernment, therefore, coald not be pledged 
for ratification, Some of the articles»pro- 
posed migbt have been admitted on a prin- 
ciple.of compromise; but others were too 
highly disadvantageous ; and no sufticient 
provision was made against the principal 
source of the irritations and collisions which 
were constantly endangering the peace of 
two nations. Theguestion, therefore; whee 
ther a treaty should be accepted in that form, 


could have admitted but of one decision, 


even had no declaration of the other party 
impaired our confidence in if. Still anx- 
ious not to close the door against friendly 


| adjustment, new moditicutions were framed, 








and further concessions authorised, than 
could betore have been supposed necessary’, 
and our ministers were instructed to resume 
their negociations on those grounds.——~-On 
this new reference to amicable discussion, 
we were reposing in confidence, when; .on 
the 22d day of June last, by a formal order 
from a British admiral, the frigate Chesa- 
peake, leaving her port for a distaut service, 
was attacked by one of those vessels which 
had been lying in our karbours under the 
indulgences of hospitality, was disabled from 
proceeding, had several of ber crew killed, 
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and four taken away. On this outrage no 
commentaries are necessary. 


of our citizens, with an emphasis, an unani- 
mity never exceeded. I immediately, by 
proclamation, interdicted our harbours and 
waters to all British armed vessels, forbade 
intercourse with them; and uncertain how 
far hostilities were intended, and the town 
of Norfolk indeed being threatened with im- 
mediate attack, a sufficient force was ordered 
for the protection of that place, and such 
other preparations commenced and pursued 
as the prospect rendered proper. Anarmed 
vessel of the U. States was dispatched with 
instructions to our ministers at London, to 
eall on that government for the satisfaction 
and security required by the outrage. A 
very short interval ought now to bring the 
answer, which shall be communicated to you 
as soon as received; then also, or as soon 
after as the public interests shall be found to 
admit, the unratified treaty, and proceedings 
relative to it, shall be made Known to you. 
—The aggression, thus begun, has been con- 
tinued on the part of the British command- 
ers, by remaining within our waters, in de- 
fiance of the authority of the country, by 
habitua! violations of its jurisdiction, and at 
length by putting to death one of the persons 
whom they had forcibly taken from on board 
the Chesapeake. These aggravations neces- 
sarily lead to the policy either of never 
admitting an armed vessel into our har- 
bours, or of maintaining in every harbour 
such an armed force as may constrain : be- 
dience to the laws, and protect the lives and 
property of our citizens against their armed 
guests; but the expense of such a standing 
force, and its inconsistence with our princi- 
ples, dispense with those courtesies which 
would necessarily call for it, and leave us 
equally free to exclude the navy, as we are 
the arniy of a foreign power, from entering 
our limits. ‘To former violations of mari- 
time rights, another is now added of very 
extensive effect, The government of that 
nation has issued an order interdicting all 
trade by neutrals between ports not in ami- 
ty with them; and being now at war with 
nearly every nation on the Atlantic and Me- 
diterranean seas, our vessels are required to 
sacrifice their cargues at the first port they 
touch, or to return home without the benefit 
of going to any other market. Under this 
new law of the ocean, our trade on the Me- 
diterranean has been swept away by seizures 
and condemnations, and that on other seas is 





threatened with the same fate—Our differ- 


ences. with Spain remain still unsettled, no 








4neasures having been taken, on her part, 


Its character | 
has been pronounced, by the indignant voice | 
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since ‘my last comimunicétions to Congress, 
to bring them to a close: But under a state 
of things, which may favour re-considera- 
tion, they have been. recently pressed, and 
an expectation is entertained they may now 
soon be brought to an issue of some sort, 
With their subjects on our borders, no new 
collisions have taken place, nor seem imme. 
diately to be apprehended. To our former 
ground of complaints has been added a very 
serions one, as you will see by the decree, a 
copy of which is now communicated. Whe- 
ther this decree, which professes to be con- 
formable to that of the French government 
of Novy. 21, 1806, heretofore communicated 
to Congress, will also be conformed to that 
in its construction and application in relation 
to the United States, had not been ascertain- 
ed at the date of onr last communications. 
These, however, gave reason to expect such 
conformity —With the other nations of Eu- 
rope our harmony has been uninterrupted, 
and commerce and friendly intercourse have 
been maintained on their usual footing. 
Our peace with the several States on the 
coast of Barbary, appears as firm as at any 
former period, and as likely to continue as 
that of any other nation. —Among our Indian 
neighbours in the North Western ‘quarters, 
some fermentations were observed soon alter 
the late occurrences, threatening the conti- 
nuance of our peace. Messages were said 
to be interchanged, and tokens to be passing, 
which usually denotes a state of restlessness 
among them, and the character of the agita- 
tors pointed to the sources of excitement. 
Measures were immediately taken for pro- 
viding against that danger ; instructions were 
given to require explanations, and with as- 
surances of our continued friendship, to ad- 
monish the tribes to remain quiet at home, 
taking no part in quarrels nof belonging to 
them. As far as we are yet informed, the 
tribes in our vicinity, who are most advauced 
in the pursuits of industry, are sincerely dis 
posed to adhere to their friendship with us, 
and to their peace with all others; while 
those more remote, do not present appear- 
ances sufficiently quiet to justify the inter- 
mission of military precaution on our part. 
The great tribes on our South Western 
quarter, much advanced beyond the others 
in agriculture and household arts, appear 
tranquil, and identifying their views with 
ours in proportion to their advancement. 
With the whole of these people, in every 
quarter, I shall continue to inculcate-peace 
and ftiendship-with all their neighbours, and 
perseverance in those occupations and pur- 
suits which will best promote their own well 
being.—The appropriations, of the last ses 
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sion, for the expence of our sea-port towns 
and harbours, were made under expectation 
that a continuance of our peace would per- 
mit us to proceed in that work according to 
our convenience, It has been thought bet- 
ter toapply the sums then given towards the 
defence of New York, Charlestown, and 
New Orleans, chiefly, as most open and 
most likely first to need protection, and to 
leave places less immediately in danger to 
the provisions of the present session.—The 
gun-boats, too, already provided, have on a 
like principle been chiefly assigned to New 
York, New Orleans, and the Chesapeake. 
Whether our moveable force on the water, 
so material in aid of the defensive works on 
the Jand, should be augmented in this or 
any other form, is left to the wisdom of the 
Jegislature. For the purpose of manning 
these vessels in sudden attacks on our har- 
bours, it is a matter for consideration whe- 
ther the seamen of the United States may 
not justly be formed into a special militia, to 
be called on for tours of duty in defence of 
the harbours, where they shall happen to be, 
the ordinary militia of the place furnishing 
that portion which may consist of landsmen. 
—The moment our peace was threatened, I 
deemed it indispensable to secure a greater 
provision of those articles of military stores, 
with which our magazines were not suffi- 
ciently furnished; to have awaited a pre- 
vious and special sanction by law, would 
have lost occasions which might not be re- 
trieved. I did not hesitate, therefore, to 
authorise engagements for such supplements 
to our existing stock, as would render it 
adequate to the emergencies threatening us ; 
and I trust that the legislature, feeling the 
same anxiety for the safety of our country, 
so materially advanced by this precaution, 
will approve, when done, what they would 
have seen so important to be done, if then 
assembled. Expenses, also unprovided for, 
arose out of the necessity of calling all our 
n boats into actual service, for the defence 
of our harbours, all which accounts will be 
laid before you.— Whether a regular army is 
to be raised, and to what extent, must de- 
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pend on the information so shortly expected’ 

In the mean time I have called on the States 
| for quotas of militia, to bein readiness for 
| present defence; and have, moreover, en- 
| couraged the acceptance of volunteers, and | 
| am happy to inform you, that these have of- 
| fered themselves with great alacrity in every 
| partof the union. They are ordered to be 
| organized, and ready, at a moment's warn- 
ing, to proceed on any services to which 
they may be called; and every preparation 
within the executive powers has been made, 
to insure us the benefit of early exertions. —[ 
informed Congress, at their last session, of 
the enterprises against the public peace, 
which were believed to be in preparation by 
Aaron Burr and his associates, and of the 
measures taken to defeat them, and to bring 
the offenders to justice. Their enterprises 
were happily defeated by the patriotic exer- 
tions of the militia, wherever called into ac- 
tion, by the fidelity of the army, and energy 
of the commander in chief, in promptly ar- 
ranging the difficulties presenting themselves 
on the Sabine, preparing to meet those ari- 
sing on the Mississippi, and dissipating, be- 
fore their explosion, plots engendered there. 
I shall think it my duty to lay before you 
the proceedings and the evidence publicly 
exhibited on the arraignment of the principal 
offenders before the District Court of Virei- 
nia: you will be enabled to judge whether 
the defect was in the testimony, in the Jaw 
or in the administration of the law; eid 
wherever it shall be found, the legislature 
alone can apply or originate the remedy. 
The framers of our coristitution certainly 
supposed they had guarded, as well their go- 
vernment against destruction by treason, as 
their citizens against oppression under pre- 
tence of it; and if these ends are not attain. 
ed, it is of importance to inquire by what 
means more effectually they maybe secured. 
The accounts of the receipts’ of revenue 
during the year ending on the 30th of Sept. 
last, being not yet made up, a correct state- 
ment will be hereafter transmitted from the 
Treasury. In the mean time it is ascertain. 
ed, that the receipts have amounted to near 
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16 millions of dollars. which with the 5 4 | 


in the Treasury at the beginning ot the year; 
have enabled us, after meeting the current 
demands and I|nterest incurred, to pay mer 

than 4 millions of the principal of our funde: 

debt.. These payments, with those of the 
preceding 54 years, have extinguished of the 
funded debt 254 millions of doilars, being 
the whole which could be paid or purchased 
within the limits of the law, and of our con- 
tracts, and have left us in the Treasury 83 
millions of dolJars. <A portion of this sum 
‘may be considered as acommencement of 
accumulation of the surplusses of the reve- 
nue, which, after paying the instalments of 
the debt as they shall become payable, will 
remain without any specific object. It may 
partly, indeed, be applied towards comple- 
ting the defence of the exposed -points of 
our country, on such a scale-as shall be 
adapted to our principles and circumstances. 
This objeet is, dcubtless, among the first en- 
titled to attention, in sucha state of our fi- 
nances; and it is one which, whether we 
have peace or war, will provide security 
where it is due. Whether what shal] re- 
main of this, with the future surpluses, inay 
be ysefully applied to purposes already au- 
thorised, or more usefully to others requi- 
ring new authorities, or how otherwise they 
shall be disposed of, are questions calling for 
the notice of Congress, unless they shall be 
superseded by a change in our public rela- 


- tions, now awaiting the determination. of 


others. — Whatever be that determination, it 
is a great consolation, that it will become 
known at a moment when the supreme 
council of the nation is assembled at its post, 





and ready to give the aids of its wisdom and } 


authority to whatever course the good of our 
country shall then call us to pursue.—-Mat- 


ters of nfinor importance will be subjects of 


futnre communications; and nothivg shail 
be wanting on my part, which may Bive in- 
formation or dispatch to the proceedings of 
the legislature, in the exercise of their high 
duties, and at a moment so interesting to the 
public welfare. Tuomas JEFFERSON. 
American Srates.——Document accom- 
panying the President's Message. 
Note communicated by Lord Howick to 
‘. Mr. Munroe, dated Jan. 10, 1807. 
The undersigned, his Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State of Foreign Affairs, has 
yeceived his Majesty’s commands to asquaint 
Mr. Munroe, that the French government 
having issued cerjain orders, which. to invio- 
Jation of the usages of war, purport to prohi- 
it the commerce of all neutral nations+with 














[1028 
such nations from trading with any other 
country in any articles, the growth, produce, 
or manufacture of his Majesty's dominions. 
And the said government having also taken 
upon itself to declare all his Majesty's domi- 
ions to be in a state of blockade, at a time 
when the fleets of France and her allies are 
themselves contined within their own ports, 
by the s»perior valour and discipline of the 
British navy.—Such attempts on the part of 
the enemy, giving to his Majesty an unques- 
tionable right of retaliation, and warranting 
his Majesty in enforcing the same prohibi- 
tion of all commerce with France, which 
that power vainly hopes to effect against the 
commerce of his Majesty's subjects, a prohi- 
bition which the superiority of his Majesty's 
naval furces might enable him to support, 
by actually investing the ports and. coasts of 
the enemy with numerous squadrons and 
cruisers, so as to make the entrance or ap- 
proach thereto manifestly dangerous.—His 
Majesty, though unwilling to follow the ex- 
ample of his enemies, by proceeding to an 
extremity so distressing to all nations not 
engaged in the war, and carrying on their 
accustomed trade; yet he feels himself 
bound by a due regard to the just defence of 
the rights and interests of his people, not to 
suffer such measures to be taken by the 
enemy, without taking some steps on his 
part, to restrain this violence, and to retort 
upon them the evils of their own injustice. 
Mr. Munroe is therefore requested to ap- 
prize the American Consuls and merchants 
residing in England, that his Majesty has 
therefore judged it expedient to order that 
no vessel shail be permitted to trade from 
one port to another, both which ports shall 
belong to, or be in possession of France or 
her allies, or shall be so far under their con- 
troul, as that British vessels may not freely 
trade thereat: and that the commanders of 
his Majesty’s ships of war and _ privateers 
have been instructed to warn every neutral 
vessel, coming from any such port, and 
destined to another “such port, to dis- 
continue her voyage, and not to proceed to 


| any such port; and every vessel, after being 


so warned, cr any vessel coming from any 
such port, after a reasonable time shall have 
been afforded for receiving’ information of 
this his Majesty’s order, which shall be found 
proceeding to another such port, shall be 
captured and brought in, and, together with 
her. cargo, shall be condemned as lawful 
prize ;"and that from this time all the mea- 
sures authorised by the law of nations, and 
the respective treaties between his Majesty 
and-the different nentral powers will be 


adopted, end executed with respect to ¥f" 


1029 
sels a 
this 

ing-s 


Brit 
the 
ai 
Co 
try 
W 

of D 

heret 

betwe 
this 
crimi 
decre 
have 
penal 
offen: 
ponde 
tain, 
third 
with | 
corre 
imme 
enem 
punis 
goods 
shall | 
forth« 
value 
inforr 
shall, 
receiv 
of fro: 
but v 
or par 
rewar 
shall 
prope! 
this m 
take n 
and se 
burg, 
Most 


Ho 
Legis! 
hada 
Being 
King, 
addres 
—Sire 
ed to 











1629] 
sels attempting to violate the said order after 
this notice.—(Signed) Howick.—Down- 
ing-street, Jan. 10, 1807. 





British Commence.—Patent relative to 
the Punishment of Persons in Sleswick 
and Holstein, carrying on any Trade or 
Commerce with the Enemies of the Coun- 
try. 

We, ChristianVII., by God’s grac& King 
of Denmark, Norway, &c. make known 
hereby, that as all trade and commerce 
between our enemies and the subjects of 
this country have already been declared 
criminal, during the present war, by our 
decree of the Oth of September last, we 
have thought proper to enact the following 
penalties against persons who may be found 
offending.—I. Any connection or corres- 
pondence with the subjects of Great Bri- 


tain, though carried on by the means of a . 


third person or party, shall be punished 
with severe imprisonment: but if the said 
correspondence shall have been carried on 
immediately between our subjects and the 
enemies of the country, the former shall be 
punished with death.— II. Further, the 
goods, the objects of the said commerce, 
shall be confiscated, if found; but if not 
forthcoming, the criminals shall pay the 
value of them.—III. Any person giving 
information of any such trade or commerce, 
shall, upon conviction of the parties accused, 
receive a reward from our Royal Treasury, 
of from 50 to LOO rixdollars for each offence, 
but which shall also be repaid by the party 
or parties convicted.—I V. Over andabove the 
reward specified in section III., the informer 
shall be entitled to half the value of the 
property confiscated.—All persons whom 
this may concern, are hereby called upon to 
take notice. —Given officially under our hand 
and seal, in our town, and fortress of Rends- 
burg, October 30, 1807.—CHRISTIAN REX. 
Mostenc. RAankavu. 





Hotitayp.—Utrecht, Nov. 23 The 
Legislative Body waited on his Majesty, and 
had a solemn audience in fhe New Palace. 
Being conducted into the presence of the 
King, the President of the Legislative Body 
addressed his Majesty in the following terms : 
—Sire ;——The Legislative Body, summon- 
ed to your Majesty's presence, hastens to 
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fulfil the first, and at the same time the 
most pleasing of its duties, in presenting to 
your Majesty their respectful homage, and 
also the assurances of their attachment, and 
of the zeal with which its Members hope to 
co-operate in the beneficial plans of your 
Majesty for the happiness and prosperity of 
your people. Sentiments, Sire, which, 
were it possible, would be still increased 
by the flattering expressions which your 
Minister has communicated to us in your 
name. May Providence prosper all the de- 
signs of your Majesty, may it bless your 
cares and efforts, and also the person and 
house of your Majesty; may it give us 
peace, so necessary for the well-being and 
tranguillity of mankind, and of this coun- 
try, in particular ;—then shall we, under 
the glorious sway of your Majesty, see those 
bright days return, whicha thick cloud has 
overcast for so many years.—These, Sire, 
are the fervent and honest wishes of this 
Assembly, and of him who has the honour 
to address you,” 

To this address his Majesty made the fol- 
lowing reply :—‘* Gentlemen, | meet you 
again with pleasure: itis with the greatest 
satisfaction that I see the important posts of 
Deputies to the Legislative Body filled with 
men like you, whom I know, whom [ 
esteem, and who unite my approbation with 
the choice of their fellow-citizens. I shall 
always account it a satisfaction to make you 
participators in the little good which can be 
accomplished, or rather in shunning the 
evils which may be avoided ; for in difficult 
circumstances, the latter mode of expres- 
sion is more becoming than the former: [ 
shall also, with pleasure, in all extraordinary 
cases, place my reliance on your decisions, — 
My Minister for Domestic Affairs shall ap- 
pear among you on ‘Thursday next. He 
will give you an account of the situation of 
affairs—of what has been already done in 
accomplishment of the measares adopted in 
the former year, and of those which must 
yet be had recourse to. You will see, that 
notwithstanding the peace upon the Conti- 
nent, our situation is yet extremely difli- 
cult; but still we may finally hope, that by 
a general peace we may reach the end of our 
miseries.—I rely upon, and shail always 
with.confident expectation rely upon the.sen- 
timents, which you have testified for mg.” 





Oa = ss 


~ 


—_ —_—=—-—— 












































3031] 


Christenings and Burials, &¥c. 


[1032 





vember, 1807, inclusive. 


Table of the Number of Christenings and Burials within the Bills of Mortality, from Juue, 1307, to No- 

































































Total Christenings. . 9586 


Christened. | Buried. 
Epochs. — 
Under| 2 | 5 | 10] 20/30! 40! 50) 60} 70! 8e 90 Total Buried 
Male. Female|| 2 to/to|to|to|to| to|to|toa|/to/to; to | 
Years.| 5. | 10.| 20. 30.) 40.| 50 60.) 70.| 80./90. |100, &c.| Males.|Female 
June .....--.| 839] 748 | 377 | 126 60| 42 83.130 132/01 | 86] 67] 22 3 | 624 | 627 
July .... 0. -| 827] 829 || 383 | 158 70) 58) 84112) r58rr814r2| 74) 28) 2 | 692] 662 
August .....-| 853 |. 777 || 506 | 128. 49) 55| 73 109| 105] 99405] 741 243 680 | 650 
September....) 619 | 595 || 463 | 107, 57) 31] 71, 87) 84] 86, 77) 48) 22) = 2 583 | 552 
October.....+| 984 | 1072 || 663 | 250 88° 57\127168) 168)158123) 89) 38 3 967 | 965 
November....) 724} 719 | 483 | 236 72) 41| 80130, I5t/124 87| 97) 43 2 772 | 767 
r | 4846 | 4740 2875 \1005 396 284415736 798! 698 $90 4491177 15 4318 | 4225 








Total Burials. . 8543 













































































Table ot the Prices of the Quarfern 



























































































































































Table of the Prices of Meat, Sugar, Salt, and Coals, in Loaf, in London, from June to No- 
London, from June to November, 1807, inclusive. vember, 1807, inclusive. 
ten he FO Re ON TO re ce une ul Aug. | Sep. Oct. | Nov. 
June] July |Aug. [Sept. | Oct. | Nov. | ag J ny ey | Bataan Rw 
. vss . . Lise! Agi bx te ant . 
oe s. d.} s dij} s. d.| 8. de] & de} 5. : i. B 8 = y 5 g ls! - 2 & is ¥ 
ect...) 54)/5°9°|1'44/44/5°/]4 n~ - ‘= (= IR BALE ALE 
Mutton) $°015°|48] 4110/56/50 is jal Mall a rs my ee ‘al " a ’ ad - 
Pork...) 54/54]54]58|60]/54 | sn dl ds, at ls. dl |. a! |e del |e. 
| \~ 6; rr#! 4) rmgi xj rtd) 5 31 | 3) rr | 7) Tod 
Sugar /3f 4 |34 63/34 7:34 of|32 09 32 4% Cwt. 13) rr$its| 119 8) r1ga2 11 19 11 14] 10 
mes - « ‘am — 20, Tagjt8) raging) r1g59 11 |17| It 24] 10g 
Salt oft yohe hy o clio ns gees ° Mi Md ° o/Bushel =f rigi2s| Ig$22| 114.26 a6 24 tot ae 10% 
Coals. |52 6 | so o |s1 6 156 3 \s2 o |c4 9 |Chald. . : 
Table of the Prices of the English Table of the Prices ot the French Five 
Three per Cent. Consols, from June to per Cent, Consolid¢s, from June to No- 
November, 1807, inclusive, vember, 1307, inclusive, 
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